
   
 
HAMBLETON DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Report To: Cabinet 
  10 June 2014 
 
Subject: REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES – RESULT OF 

CONSULTATION  
All Wards 

Portfolio Holder for Support Services: Councillor N Knapton 
 
 
1.0 PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND:     
 
1.1 The Council currently designates polling districts and polling places for use at all elections 

taking place within its area, i.e., Parliamentary, County and Parish elections.  
 
1.2 The Electoral Administration Act 2006 introduced a requirement to review polling districts 

and polling places used for Parliamentary elections.  The next review must take place by 
31 January 2015.  Following the decision of the Boundary Commission for Local 
Government to reduce the number of District Wards from 2015 there is a need to review 
electoral arrangements.   

 
2.0 THE REVIEW:  
 
2.1 The review process and details of representations received are outlined in Annex ‘A’.  
 
2.2 The representations received do not raise any significant points which would suggest the 

need to change the list of polling districts and polling places shown in Annex ‘C’.  
 
3.0 RISK ASSESSMENT:  
 
3.1 There are no significant risks relating to this report.   
 
4.0 SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:  
 
4.1 None.  
 
5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND EFFICIENCIES:  
 
5.1 There are no significant financial implications or efficiencies.   
 
6.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:  
 
6.1 The Council has a legal duty under the Electoral Administration Act 2006 to conduct this 

review and to hold regular reviews within four years of the completion of the previous 
review. 

 
7.0 SECTION 17 CRIME AND DISORDER ACT 1998:  
 
7.1 None.  
 
 



8.0 EQUALITY/DIVERSITY ISSUES 
 
8.1 The designation of polling places which are accessible to electors who are disabled will 

enhance their participation in the democratic process. 
 
9.0 RECOMMENDATION:      
 
9.1 That Cabinet approves and recommends to Council that the polling districts and polling 

places as shown in Annex ‘C’ be confirmed for the purpose of Parliamentary elections. 
 
 
JUSTIN IVES 
 
 
Background papers: Correspondence from Parliamentary Acting Returning Officers and 

the public. 
 
Author ref:   JI  
 
Contact:   Justin Ives 
    Director of Support Services & Deputy Chief Executive  
    Direct Line No: (01609) 767022 
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ANNEX ‘A’ 
 

REVIEW PROCESS AND REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED 
 

 
1.1 The relevant legislation requires polling districts to be agreed for the Council’s area.  These 

have to be based on parish boundaries unless there is a good reason to depart from this 
rule.   The polling districts are combined for the purposes of elections – Parish, District, 
County, Parliamentary, European, etc. A plan showing current Parliamentary and parish 
boundaries within the district is attached as Annex ‘B’.   
 

1.2 The legislation also requires a polling place to be designated for each polling district and 
the polling place should normally be within that district.  This does not apply if the size or 
other circumstances of a polling district are such that the situation of the polling place does 
not materially affect the convenience of the electors or any body of them. In addition:- 

 
a)  all electors must have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the 

circumstances 
 

b)  so far as is reasonable and practicable, every polling place must be accessible to 
electors who are disabled 

 

c)   accessibility to disabled electors must be taken into account when designating a 
polling place 

 
1.3 The reduction in the number and the change of names of district wards with effect from 

2015 has prompted a re-think of the structure of the polling districts in Hambleton.  Revised 
polling districts are shown in Annex ‘C’.  They are largely based on parishes and 
combinations of parishes.  

 
1.4 There are currently 79 buildings within Hambleton which are designated as polling places. 

Several of these buildings are used for more than one polling station (ballot box). These 
buildings were inspected prior to the review in 2007 in relation to access and facilities for 
voters and election staff. In addition, the appropriateness of polling places has been 
considered after each subsequent election using feedback from election staff.   

 
1.5 The key issues in relation to the identification of polling places are:- 
 

(a)  physical access to the building; and 
 

(b) the convenience of the building for the majority of electors.  
 
1.6 There have been a small number of changes since the last review in 2011 due to the fact 

that existing polling places are no longer available or more suitable ones have been found.  
Replacements which have been identified are included within the list in Annex ‘C’. 

 
1.7 Officers are of the opinion that the polling districts and polling places in Annex ‘C’ meet the 

requirements of the Parliamentary Constituencies and the District.   
  
1.8 This review is required in relation to a duty to designate polling places for Parliamentary 

elections. However, it is good practice to adopt the same polling places for all other 
elections. If the recommendations in Annex ‘C’ are approved this will mean that the 
proposed polling places will be used for all elections.  The proposals in relation to polling 
places for Parliamentary elections are subject to public consultation and, potentially, a right 
of objection to the Electoral Commission (which can make changes). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
1.9 Following approval in principle by the Council, public notice has been given of the review 

and the draft proposals.  The representations received can be summarised as follows:-  
 

Richmond Liberal Democrats - support the suggested polling districts 
and polling station 
 

Acting Returning Officer for Thirsk and Malton 
Constituency  

- no objection to proposals. 
 
 

Acting Returning Officer for Richmond (Yorks) 
Constituency  

- no objection to proposals. 
 
 

Sutton-under-Whitestonecliffe Parish Council - no objection to proposals, but 
unhappy with name of new District 
Ward 
 

Timothy Kirkhope MEP - no objection to proposals.  
 

Royal National Institute for the Blind  - No objection to proposals.  General 
comments on accessibility to polling 
stations.  
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